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Society News
This is a farewell message from your editor. This is my last issue; it is time to
retire. I have been a member of ISA for more than 50 years; so this is enough. This
assignment has been a pleasure, a task, a labor, and sometimes a frustration. In all,
I have enjoyed it. I cannot thank all those who have contributed; there are too
many of you. Yet, one stands out: my epidemiologist friend Bill Edstrom has
provided much of the clinical and research news. Thanks, Bill. I wish the greatest
success to my successor.
Secretary-general George Tavartkiladze announces that the most recent IJA
is available at htttp//informahealthcare.com/ija.
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Clinical News
The BBC reports a survey by a group called Action on Hearing Loss that
showed about two-thirds of people have tinnitus after a night out at a club or pub.
Half of those surveyed claimed to listen to music from one to six hours a day,
perhaps a background at work or on a wearable device. However, one in five of
those with tinnitus report that they would do nothing differently.
A study from several institutions in the Boston area has shown that aspirin
could stop the growth of vestibular schwannomas. It was a retrospective study of
689 people of whom 347 were followed with MRIs. A significant inverse association
was found among aspirin users and growth of schwannomas.
Researchers at the University of Maryland and at Johns Hopkins University
have observed that neural connections from the thalamus were strengthened
when mice were kept in the dark for about a week. We have all known blind
people whose auditory abilities seem to be enhanced.
Colleagues at Oulu University, in Finland, claimed that there is no
improvement in quality of life among children who had tympanoplasties with
respect to those who did not.
Science Daily reports that researchers in Boston “have developed a new,
low-powered signal-processing chip that could lead to a cochlear implant that
requires no external hardware.”
Consumer Reports on Health observes that personal listening devices can be
hazardous to hearing.
Research News
Smithsonian magazine reports what is probably the world’s oldest telephone.
It comes from the Rio Moche Valley in northern Peru, and is some 1,200 years (or
more) old. The device is made from gourd and twine, and is probably functional
although too fragile to test. It is essentially the same as the ones we made as
children: pull the twine tight and listen and talk into the gourd.
A quite amazing find was reported in Popular Science. According to Takao
Hensch of Harvard University, administration of valproic acid to adults “restores the
plasticity of the brain to a juvenile state.” One effect of this is that it seems to restore
an ability to acquire “perfect pitch.”
A 20-year study at Harvard University found that exercise and maintaining a
healthy weight (in women) “may” reduce the risk of hearing loss.
Affiliates’ News
The British Academy of Audiology has been busy. They are planning for their
annual conference, they seek an editor for their journal (any volunteers?), and their
student group is growing.
The South African Association of Audiologists “represents the eyes, ears, voice
and conscience of the profession of audiology..” So far, in 2014, it has addressed
ethical queries, promoted the profession through numerous channels, and
provincial day seminars for the year.
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Meetings
March 26-29, 2014. American Academy of Audiology convention, Orlando,
FL. Contact: www.audiology.org.
April 13-16, 2014. Brazilian Academy of Audiology international meeting,
Florianópolis, Santa Caterina. Contact: aba@audiologiabrasil.org.br.
April 30 – May 4, 2014. BIAP Convention, Vienna, Austria. Contact:
www.biap.org.
May 3-8, 2014. XXXII World Congress of Audiology, Brisbane, Australia.
Contact: www.isa-audiology.org.
May 7-10, 2014. CASLPA (Canadian Assn. of Speech-Language Pathologists
and Audiologists), 50th annual convention, Ottawa, ONT. Contact: caslpa.ca.
May 14-23, 2014. British Academy of Audiology ERA and OAE course,
Manchester. Contact: eratrainingco.uk
May 15-17, 2014. 3rd Malaysian Audiology Scientific Conference, Koatan,
Prahang. Contact: masco2014@gmail.com.
July 25-26, 2014. 5th International Conference of the Coalition for Global
Hearing Health, Oxford, England. Contact: coalitionforglobalhearinghealth.org.
Oct. 15-18, 2014. Canadian Academy of Audiology 17 th conference and
exhibition, Whistler, BC. Contact: conference@canadianaudiology.org.
Nov. 21-23, 2014. British Academy of Audiology, Bournemouth. Contact:
admin@baaudiology.org.
Nov. 20-22, 2014. ASHA (American Speech-Language-Hearing Assn.), annual
convention, Orlando, FL. Contact: asha.org/events.
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ISA EXECUTIVE
President: Robert Cowan (Australia)
President-elect: Linda Hood (USA)
Past-president: José Juan Barajas de Prat (Spain)
Secretary-general: George Tavartkiladze (Russia)
Asst. secretary-general: George Mencher (Canada)
Representing affiliated societies: DeWet Swanepoel (South Africa)
Representing the General Assembly: Lena Wong (Hong Kong)
Editor, International Journal of Audiology: Ross Roeser (USA)
Editor, Audinews: Sanford E. Gerber (USA)
Website: Viktor Koci (Austria)
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